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LifeLoveMe: learning connected to life

LifeLoveMe is a developing human-centered framework for learning, reflection, wellness, relationships,
memories and practical life assistance. It uses technology and Al as companions: to organize
knowledge around a person’s goals, preserve meaningful experiences and make learning easier to
explore at one’s own pace.

WHY THIS SERIES BELONGS HERE
Language is not presented as a wall of rules. The learner begins with a small example, observes what
changes, compares Sanskrit with familiar languages and gradually builds confidence. This Helper is

designed to evolve with that journey.
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1. How to read this Helper

This is a reference companion, not a grammar book to memorize from beginning to end. Begin with an
example in the lesson, consult the relevant entry here, and then return to the sentence.

B e CORE Core Learn and use now; common in both Sanskrit and Hindi.

Notice carefully; important in Sanskrit and often uncommon,

G * SANSKRIT Sanskrit-essential merged or altered in everyday Hindi.

Y ¢ OCCASIONAL Occasional Recognize it when encountered; memorization can wait.

R ¢ SPECIALIST Specialist Vedic, historical or very rare; included for completeness.
H—— Hindi addition Used in modern Hindi or loanwords, but not part of the traditional

Classical Sanskrit inventory.

ACCESSIBILITY NOTE
Colour is never the only signal. Every entry also carries a written label, so the guide remains usable in
black-and-white printing and for readers with colour-vision differences.

The visual language

m

Look before learning a

@ Observe rule Notice what changed between examples.

% Pronounce Pay attention to sound Compare place of articulation, vowel length or aspiration.
Q Analyze Separate the form Identify stem, ending and possible grammatical features.
Q Pattern Keep the central insight State the smallest useful generalization.

88 Compare Contrast systems Compare Sanskrit with Hindi or English when helpful.

A\ Caution Do not overgeneralize See where a beginner shortcut can fail.
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2. Devanagari: sounds before letter names

A COMBINING SIGN NEEDS A HOST

Do not judge .,*'123, <43, :0 or a vowel sign from an isolated mark alone. The dotted circle shows its

attachment point; an actual example such as 3-T, IH:, aforfshows how it behaves in text.

IAST provides exact scholarly transliteration. The English guide is only an approximation: Sanskrit
dental, retroflex and aspirated sounds do not map perfectly onto ordinary English spelling.

2.1 Independent vowels and their signs

Priority Vowel IAST Sign+& Pronunciation clue

B ¢ CORE 3 a — short a; inherent vowel 37fF4T: « agnih

B ¢« CORE 3T a T e bl long aa, as in father 3AThIR: » akasah

B » CORE g [ foefm shorti sfeiti

B * CORE g i Yoy long ee $RaT: » i$varah

B e CORE 3 u 3% shortu 3GhH ¢ udakam

B * CORE £ a 2% long 00 Sl « Grja

G ¢ SANSKRIT ER r Ged syllabic r; not simply ri F: o rsih

Ye

ST ED F G long syllabic r rare grammatical forms
R e SPECIALIST & | GeF syllabic | extremely rare root/form
Re SPECIALIST 1 Ge long syllabic L specialist inventory

B e CORE T e Sech long e Teh: » ekah

B ¢ CORE 1y ai Jeh diphthong ai UFIH » aikyam

B ¢« CORE 3 o) ¥ o T longo 3 * 0jah

B e CORE 3t au teamt diphthong au 39EH o ausadham
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©9 OBSERVE

The sign for $ appears visually before the consonantin ﬁ?, but the syllable is pronounced ki—not ik.

Devanagari sighs must be read as part of the complete syllable.

2.2 Consonants: five ordered classes

Each class moves from the back of the mouth toward the lips. Within a class, the patternis: unvoiced,
unvoiced aspirated, voiced, voiced aspirated, nasal.

_

B ¢ CORE Velar e 00T

B ¢ CORE Palatal e dTelcd dc ©ch ST gljh Th
Ge

sanskrrr  Retroflex « & Tt Sth gd T dh Urn
B ¢ CORE Dental ® Gec dt Tth zd ¢Tdh Tn
B » CORE Labial » 3iT5aT 9p ® ph b $Tbh Am

€< ASPIRATION IS NOT AN EXTRA H

/9,3 /°,d/ T and /Y are contrasting sounds. Sanskrit & is an aspirated dental t, not the English th

of “thin” or “this.”
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2.3 Semivowels, sibilants and h

Priority

B e CORE

B ¢ CORE

B ¢« CORE

G ¢ SANSKRIT

G ¢ SANSKRIT

G ¢ SANSKRIT

B ¢« CORE

B ¢ CORE

Ye
OCCASIONAL

Lette

r

q

IAST

Type

semivowel

semivowel

semivowel

semivowel

palatal sibilant

retroflex
sibilant

dental sibilant

aspirate

retroflex
lateral

Pronunciation clue

yes

tap/roll

light (

between English vand w

front/palatal sh

retroflex sh

s near teeth

breathy h

regional/Vedic lateral

2.4 Dependent signs and punctuation

Dlsplay m - m

nasalwhose realization may

YA e yajiiah
IIH: e ramah
oIl » lata
dolH e vanam
fRIa: o givah

YT+ sat

HcTH » satyam

Eﬁ't ¢ harih

rare in Classical prose

G ¢ SANSKRIT S/3 anusvara m HEHAH
) adapt to the following consonant e
Ye o - rare in ordinary
3 candrabindu m nasalizes the vowel .
OCCASIONAL Sanskrit prose
. post-vocalic breath-like sound;
G ¢ SANSKRIT 1/ 3T visarga . J0H:
changes under sandhi

G * SANSKRIT 1/ virama / halant — removes the inherent a i
Ye marks elided initial 3T after

S avagraha AT
OCCASIONAL certain sandhi
B e CORE | danda — sentence or half-verse boundary = T&: Uafdl
B e CORE Il double danda — end of a verse or larger division ||
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2.5 Common conjunct consonants

B e CORE ®

B » CORE El T+
G e SANSKRIT = 3T T+
B » CORE el A+T
B e CORE g g+
B ¢ CORE e g+d
B e CORE T q+d
B ¢ CORE = q+d

?ﬁ'ﬂ’f ® ksetram
tra A o trayah
jfia ATAH » jidanam
$ra #cHT » Sraddha
dya faear « vidya
dva CdR#H » dvaram
tta Hcd#H e sattvam
nta 3o ¢ antah

formed from two consonants.

A THESE ARE NOT NEW BASIC CONSONANTS

&7, ¥ and 3 are traditionally recited with the alphabet in some schools, but structurally they are conjuncts

2.6 Hindi additions: useful for comparison

m Typlcal -

H ¢ HINDI Persian/Arabic q
H ¢ HINDI kC) x/ kh sound in @TeT
H ¢ HINDI ar g Persian/Arabic gh
H ¢ HINDI ST z z sound
H ¢ HINDI I'D) f fsound
H ¢ HINDI g r flapped retroflex sound
H ¢ HINDI [ rh aspirated counterpart
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These letters are legitimate parts of modern Hindi orthography, especially in loanwords. They are shown

separately because they are not members of the traditional Classical Sanskrit phoneme inventory.

2.7 Hindi habits that can conceal Sanskrit contrasts

m Common Hindi tendency Sanskrit learning point

May merge in regional or casual

Traditionally three distinct sounds; spelling and

”N/9/9° N
speech derivation matter.
. Treat it as a Sanskrit semivowel with context-sensitive
q Often heard or described as v/w o
realization.
ED Frequently pronounced i Traditionally a syllabic r; practical pronunciations vary.
37 Often deleted in spoken Hindi Retain it according to Sanskrit phonology and metre.
. Its pronunciation commonly follows the place of the
Often treated as one generic nasal dot
next consonant.
Uncommon in ordinary Hindi Frequent in Sanskrit forms and sandhi.
Vowel length May receive less attention mrc?r'ér contrast can affect form, meaning and metre.
LifeLoveMe 9
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3. Halant and visarga through examples

3.1 Halant / virama: the vowel remover

€3 BUILD THE FORM
e normally represents ka because 3T is inherent. & represents only k. Thus ®Ic is a root ending in the

consonant d; it is not pronounced khada as a bare root citation.

_ i Changed _

C3 consonant + inherent 3T a complete syllable: ka
Y halant removes inherent 3T bare consonant: k
d+{->7 two consonants combine conjuncttra
Qil?-[+ ia(_'[-)

final and initial consonants interact sandhi/conjunct result
gieadq

3.2 Visarga: a sound that responds to its neighbour

Visarga is written after a vowel. In careful recitation it has a breath-like realization coloured by the
preceding vowel. Its written or spoken form can change before the next sound.

Before combination m What to observe

T + 3T TASTET 31: before 3T becomes 3ﬁ; avagraha marks the lost initial 3.
a_dt + 31T aﬁﬁsﬁf The same common pattern.

TH: +9afd T gt Visarga remains written before 9 in ordinary spelling.
dqH:+ AT Visarga is replaced in this established sandhi form.

A BEGIN WITH RECOGNITION
Visarga sandhi has several conditioned patterns. Learn the frequent examples first; do not try to infer

every possibility from one formula.
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4. A small sandhi guide

Sandhi means regular sound adjustment where sounds meet. First learn to recover the two meaningful
parts; the technical rule name can come later.

Priority Separate forms Combined form Observed change Meaning

B ¢ CORE qH: + 3T AT visarga + vowel Ramais

B e CORE &a: + AT gars visarga + vowel the god also

B » CORE e + 3mer: [ECRICERE vowel joining lsecal'lr:ti)r:;g‘,"abode of

G+ SANSKRIT  FgT + $3aT: AGAT: vowel change great lord

B ¢ CORE dd + et doold: consonant assimilation that person

B e CORE aa+fa afeaq consonant assimilation being-consciousness
\(()(.':CASIONAL ST + AT STTeolT: consonant assimilation lord of the world

ve FeT: + TU: FARY: visarga change wish; “mind’s

OCCASIONAL chariot”
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5. Vibhakti: a quick role-finding reference

A vibhakti is a visible noun-form category. A karaka is a semantic relation to an action. They often
correspond, but they are not identical.

often subject; patient in many passive

YAHAT @ 1 IH: who/what is presented? constructions

Eﬁ?ﬁ'ﬂT* 2 JTHA whom/what? where to? object or goal

e 3 AT by/with whom? instrument or passive agent
ar—orzﬁ o4 AT to/forwhom? recipient or beneficiary
q>ddHTe 5 EIGE from whom/what? source, separation or cause
gy e 6 qAET whose? possession or relation
TCTHT « 7 TH where/in what? location or setting

e TUH 0.. person addressed

8% CASE IS NOT ROLE
In WWE‘IE}TIFT, AT is instrumental in form but agent in meaning. Let the construction and verb

determine the role.
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6. Selected high-utility dhatus

The dhatu is a verbal root, not necessarily the visible present stem. Compare 91H > TSI, R~ qeafa

and &T > &aIfd.

4 % 3 2 ¥ o o4 g

X

Present form

Meaning

be

become/be

go

come

see

eat

drink

read

write

speak

do/make

give

lead/take

stand/stay

laugh

play

remember

hear

Sanskrit example

e I AT

c

T: g 31afa|

Srefeh: fagaTerd Tesfd|

el I eI |
TH: Bold TRAT|
STeTeh: Theld @G id |
arforepT STef Rt |
B Tecleh Tofd |
Hrar g3 forafa

% Jefd|

: FRE R

T AR o4 &eTfet |
T aTeres At |

g: 7 fasafd|
ToTeh: gatd |
qrefenT: hisfed|

378 TH T

W:Hﬂﬁ'*{”’ﬁﬁ'l

Rama is at home.

He becomes happy.

The boy goes to school.

Sita comes home.

Rama sees the fruit.

The boy eats the fruit.

The girl drinks water.

The student reads a book.

Sita writes a letter.

The teacher speaks.

He does the work.

Rama gives Sita a flower.

The father takes the boy.

He stays there.

The boy laughs.

The boys play.

I remember Rama.

The student hears the
statement.

LifeLoveMe
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7. Beginner verb framework

For one present-tense active pattern, Sanskrit combines three persons with three numbers. Traditional

Sanskrit person names run in the reverse order from English classroom labels: 9IH refers to

“he/she/it,” HEIH to “you,” and 3dH to “l/we.”

“mm“ e

9YH ¢ other I he/she sees ® two see * they see
HEIH » you qegf@ qRIY: RIY you see ® you two see ® you all see
3dH » I/we EED e EDICE qIT: I see * we two see * we see

@ WHY NUMBER APPEARS TWICE
A stated noun or pronoun carries its own number, and a finite verb normally agrees with the subject. If the

subject is omitted, the verb ending can still supply person and number: YITH: already means “we see.”
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8. Three noun patterns to recognize first

B e CORE Masculine 31-stem
B e CORE Neuter 37-stem el holH L Hellfel
G ¢ SANSKRIT ~ Feminine 31T-stem ordr ordr o EGIE

These are nominative forms only. The complete 3 x 3 x 8 framework adds gender, number and the eight
traditional case/address positions. The Helper will expand the relevant patterns as later levels require
them.
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9. Five beginner lakara meanings

m e

[ goes /is going present
BE] 3ISd went/ was going narrative past
TC At will go future
?—ﬁt: B let him/her go command or request
CIBIGE] T may/should go possibility, advice or prescription

A MEANING IS BROADER THAN ONE ENGLISH TENSE
The translations above are learning anchors, not complete definitions. Context, aspect and textual style
can change the best English rendering.
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10. Major sentence-reading principles

1 Read the whole sentence

2 Find the predicate

3 Examine the complete form
4 Generate possibilities

5 Ask what the verb expects
6 Separate case from role

7 Use agreement

8 Use word order as evidence
9 Use context after grammar
10 Report uncertainty

Practical instruction

Do not translate the first word before seeing the predicate and endings.

It may be a finite verb, participle, noun/adjective, or an implied 3.

Afinal letter alone does not establish noun, verb, case or person.

Let morphology supply possible analyses before selecting one.

An eater invites food; a giver often invites gift and recipient.

Vibhakti is form; karaka is semantic relation.

Verb person/number and adjective/participle features constrain the reading.
Order can signal ordinary structure or emphasis, but does not work alone.

Context ranks grammatically permitted readings; it does not legalize an
impossible one.

When two readings remain possible, preserve both and explain the
confidence.

LifeLoveMe
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11. Essential glossary
Term Plain English Definition
varna ¢ goy sound/letter a basic sound unit or its written sign H+3H>Hh
lexical root behind verb forms and related
dhatu ¢ €Tq verbal root g2l wRafd
2 words N
noun/adjective base before case-number
pratipadika o UTia9teeh nominal stem . ] TqH- > TH:
ending
pratyaya ® 9cdd suffix/ending grammatical element added to a base 797 + for > geafa
pada e dYq inflected word a form ready for syntactic use qH:; LTQ?:Iﬁ
kriya e ferar action/state the event, process or state expressed grefa; A
vidheya « faeRr predicate what the sentence asserts T T
masculine, feminine or neuter
linga  ToIgar gender , STeleh:; IdT; Tole]
N grammatical class
vacana ¢ o number singular, dual or plural JH:; TAT TAT:
noun-form category that constrains
vibhakti « fasrfaa case form X gory T/ T/ TAOT
relations N
_ . participant’s meaning-relation to an agent, object,
karaka ¢ ShIlch semantic role X .
action instrument
articipant presented as independentl
kartr » &) agent participant pres P ¥ TH: @Efd|
carrying out action
karma e a7 object/patient participant directly reached or affected W?{E'I'aﬁl
karana ® &0T instrument effective means used for an action BURCRINETILT
articipant to/for whom something is
sampradana ¢ GF9GTT recipient particilp g drard eerfal
directed
speaker, addressee or other participant aeaTfd / geafd/
purusa * Jo¥ person
2 encoded by verb SRR I
. traditional verbal category for time or eI / 3T /
lakara ® eThX tense/mood system .
modality g
vacya e dicg voice how action and participants are presented active / passive
agreement/connecti matching or syntactic connection of
anvaya * 3ledd g gorsy TAT: 92gfed|
on related forms
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Term Plain English Definition

oo participants a word or verb invites for CCAIGE giver, gift,
akanksa/ valency expectancy .
completion recipient
) o regular sound changes where sounds TH: + 3T >
sandhi ¢ HleY sound joining
meet AT
_ meaningful elements compressed into
samasa ® HHATH compound K M CER
one expression 2
rain changes
sandarbha e Qilo-aﬁ context surrounding situation and discourse . .g
plausibility
L. more than one analysis or meanin .
anekarthata » JieTaeT ambiguity Y & T STel TRITal |

remains possible
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12. Specialist reference: what is intentionally deferred

A complete history of Devanagari and Vedic notation would distract from sentence reading. The
following items are acknowledged here and will be expanded only when a lesson requires them.

udatta, anudatta and svarita Needed for Vedic recitation, not
Vedic pitch accents
SPECIALIST notation ordinary Classical prose.
Re o specialvisarga-like realization ) ) o
SPECIALIST jihvamuliya before T/ Vedic/phonetic specialist study.
Re o special visarga-like realization ) ) o
e upadhmaniya before T/F Vedic/phonetic specialist study.
Re tended Lsi special manuscript or recitational Not required for the beginner
extended nasal signs
SPECIALIST g notation pathway.
Ye regional glvph variants different shapes for conjuncts and Recognize variation across fonts and
OCCASIONAL g gvp letters publishing traditions.

THE METHOD TO REMEMBER
See the example. Notice the change. Name the pattern only when the name helps. Test it on a new

sentence. Keep alternative readings when the evidence does not decide.
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